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23rd  INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON PREIMPLANTATION GENETICS, Shanghai,                      
China, April 24-27, 2026 

UPDATED SCIENTIFIC PROGRAM  

Dear colleagues 

There are now only 3 months left to the next PGDIS conference to be held in the 
beautiful and modern city of Shanghai, April 24-27, 2026, organized by Preimplantation 
Genetic Diagnosis International Society (PGDIS) (https://pgdis.org). (see updated 
Scientific Program on Conference website www.pgdis2026.org ),  

This is a city that has a heritage dating back nearly 5000 years from first habitation as a 
simple fishing village, transitioning to a major trading port nearly 1000 years ago then 
becoming the “Paris” of far Asia nearly 200 years ago. Shanghai is now a major global 
economic powerhouse and shines with the charm of both ancient times as well as 
embracing modern architecture and technology. For those that have never visited this 
modern metropolis as well as those who have not been here recently, be prepared to be 
amazed at how modern China has blended old with new. The development of IVF and in 
particular Preimplantation Genetic Testing (PGT) in China, has undergone a rapid and 
effective modernisation at a scale that will surprise all that are not familiar with new 
China. 

We are very fortunate to have in this conference, leading experts from both China and 
the world. The program has been developed to offer something for everyone involved in 
PGT- from clinician, to embryologist, to laboratory scientist as well as clinical and 
genetics counsellors. It is a detailed program, incorporating for the first time for PGDIS, 
parallel sessions to give the opportunity of delving deeper into the biology of embryo 
development, the technology of investigating embryo genetics and key areas of quality 
management in PGT. These areas of PGT are discussed in short, symposia style before 
attendees can choose which aspect they are most interested in and move to specific 
sessions. For the first time, AI translation will be employed to give both attendees and 
speakers the best experience in each talk., A variety of preconference workshops will be 
offered in different aspects of PGT. Especially relevant, given current dispute and 
debate, is a workshop on characterising mosaicism by genetic analysis- this is also an 
area covered in the main conference program.  

Timing of the conference has been chosen to best fit schedules of local and regional 
attendees to enable full or part attendance. 

On the website, find the program detailing speakers and general topics. Attendees are 
encouraged to submit their abstracts, letting the world know how work progresses in 
their own countries and clinics. From abstracts, selected presentations will be invited to 

https://pgdis.org/
http://www.pgdis2026.org/


prepare a short abstract presentation- with prizes for the best presentation being further 
encouragement. 

The conference has been divided into main themes: preconference workshops 
focussing on practical aspects and the main conference days detailing Technology and 
Biology, Genetics and Technology and finally, Embryo Development and Polygenic risk. 

There are some controversial areas in PGT, and these will be openly and objectively 
discussed during the 3 days. Both renowned international experts as well as 
internationally well-known invitees, as well as special local and regional guests will 
discuss applications and approaches to embryo selection and the biology of what 
makes an embryo, the better embryo.  

Abstract submission, pre-registration and other details are available on both the 
international website (PGDIS2026.org) as well as the local Chinese website. Complete 
your organising now to attend PGDIS Shanghai 2026.  

Entry into China has never been this easy with many countries around the world having 
simple, visa free entry. Best check before though, for any extra requirements related to 
your own passport. Those visitors who need an invitation letter, please write to the local 
organiser, Janetlee@139.com with full name, DOB, passport number and country of 
passport and individual invitations will be prepared. 

We look forward to seeing everyone there in Shanghai. 

       Don Leigh          Joris Vermeesch   Anver Kuliev 

Chairman of International    President of PGDIS   Executive Director of PGDIS 

Scientific Committee 
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