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Epiboly phase has similarities with implantation
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• Only 20-30% of OXPHOS capacity required for embryogenesis

• Normally 200,000 copies mtDNA → 50,000 copies will be enough (fully functional)

• Reserve capacity reflected in mtDNA copy number

• Patients develop severe disease during life (less reserve capacity)



Timothy Wai et al. Biol Reprod 2010;83:52-62
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